THE ENVOY OF MAHOMET EFFENDI
vigorous and took his responsibility seriously, if in somewhat
eccentric fashion. He kept the boy's handkerchiefs under
triple lock and key. He played the comedy of the guardian
angel against unknown poisoners lurking in the shade to
pollute the King's bread and butter. And then he was such a
master of deportment! He succeeded in giving to Louis an air
so regal that in a short time the people of Paris, who adored
him and had watched his career from the cradle with enormous
interest, deemed him 'the most handsome man in the whole
kingdom/ That is probably the only lesson Louis ever
absorbed properly. Villeroy tired the child out with revues
and displays. In 1720, when he was only ten, he had been
made to dance in a public ballet of young lords and opera
girls at the Tuileries; he had two entrances alone, and there
were five performances, while Villeroy, in the audience,
beamed at the doll of his fashioning.

In 1717 the tsar Peter the Great had visited France and been
charmed with the beauty and manners of the child. In 1721
Mahomet Effendi sent an ambassador to the court of France.
This scene is described by the envoy of the Sultan and will
speak for itself:

'He took delight in examining our dresses, our daggers,
one after another. Marechal Villeroy asked me, "What do you
think of the beauty of our King?" "May God be praised," I
replied, "and may He preserve him from all malefaction."
[Villeroy then said] "He is only eleven years and four months.
Is not his figure well-proportioned; notice particularly that
this is his own hair." And so saying he made the King turn
round and, caressing him as he did so, I examined his hyacinth
locks. They were like separate golden threads and reached
down to his waist. "His carriage", said the tutor, "is also very
beautiful." He then said to the King: "Walk a few steps."
Louis XV, with the magnificent strut of a partridge, went to
the middle of the room, and then came back. "Walk faster,"
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